
 

 
CCC Saltbush                Page 1 of 3 

Children’s Cheering Carpet – Saltbush 
by Compagnia TPO and Come Out 

produced by Insite Arts 
 

 
 
 
THE PRODUCTION 
 
“It is involving, engaging, theatrical magic that could and should play any theatre in the world” 
 Sunday Mail, Adelaide  
 
Children’s Cheering Carpet - Saltbush is a journey through the culture and landscape of Aboriginal 
Australia. The project is the result of collaboration between acclaimed Italian theatre company TPO, 
Australian theatre director and performer Jason Cross and indigenous Australian artists. The work was 
commissioned by the Australian Festival for Young People (Come Out 2009) in Adelaide in co-production 
with Teatro Metastasio Stabile della Toscana in Prato and Australian production company Insite Arts. 
 
Planning and preparation took 18 months and the production was completed when the Italian and 
Australian artists worked together in residence at the Teatro Fabbrichino in Prato, Italy in February/March 
2009. The production was then presented in Prato in March and in Adelaide in May 2009 as part of the 
Australian Festival for Young People. 
 
‘Saltbush’ is a plant that can be found throughout Australia in almost all Aboriginal lands, and so it 
represents a common thread between all the different nations of Australian indigenous peoples. This 
shared idea acted as a point of inspiration for the narrative, contemporary painting, dance and 
instrumental music that were created by the Aboriginal artists in this production. These artistic forms were 
used as a means of interpreting the natural features of the landscape in an indigenous mythological 
context.  
 
The narrative centres on the journey of two friends (played by dancers Deon Hastie and Anna Balducci) 
from different cultural backgrounds on foot as they cross Australia. Their journey sees them cross diverse 
Australian landscapes - river country, an urban landscape, desert and the sea. The journey is one of 
discovering the land, growing an understanding and acknowledging how it challenges or provokes 
personal journeys. Lou Bennett, as performer and musician, is both narrator and spiritual guide. 
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TPO’s award winning artistry in multi-media theatre for young people is combined with the work of  
acclaimed professional Aboriginal artists Lou Bennett (music), Delwyn Mannix (visual art), Deon Hastie 
(dance) and Sasha Zahra (dramaturgy) under the artistic direction of Come Out director Jason Cross and 
TPO director Davide Venturini.   
 
Through its sensor and infra-red imaging technology, TPO’s Children’s Cheering Carpet concept allows 
the children to interact, play and perform in the production and provides an immersive experience of the 
artwork. This also provides a unique experience for parents and teachers as they watch the children 
become involved. 
 
This production has served as a true opportunity for cultural exchange between artists who are from very 
different traditions but are all interested in the development of Aboriginal cultural and artistic practice.  
 
“Children’s theatre doesn’t get any better than this. This inspired array of Italian and Aboriginal artists is 
the perfect fusion of dance, art and breathtaking digital design” 
 Sunday Mail, Adelaide 
 
“enchanting and completely captivating for four-to-eight year olds and everyone else as well.” 
 The Advertiser, Adelaide 
 
We are now working to develop a more extensive Australian tour of the production in 2010. 
 
 
THE ARTISTS  
 
CO-ARTISTIC DIRECTORS    Davide Venturini (Italy) & Jason Cross (Australia)  
DRAMATURGY     Sasha Zahra (Australia) 
COMPOSER/PERFORMER/MUSICIAN Lou Bennett (Australia)  
CHOREOGRAPHER/PERFORMER   Deon Hastie (Australia)  
CHOREOGRAPHER/PERFORMER  Anna Balducci (Italy)  
VISUAL ARTIST/DESIGNER   Delwyn Mannix (Australia)  
DIGITAL DESIGNER     Elsa Mersi (Italy)  
TECHNICAL DESIGNER    Rossano Monti (Italy)  
SOUND DESIGNER/MUSICIAN  Spartaco Cortesi (Italy)  
ARTISTIC COLLABORATIONS  Edoardo Donatini (Italy), Francesco Gandi (Italy) and 

Stefania Zampiga(Italy) 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER Lee Cumberlidge, Insite Arts (Australia) 
TPO MANAGER    Valentina Martini (Italy) 
 
Biographies of each individual artist are included separately in the show program. 
 
Compagnia TPO 
 
Compagnia TPO was founded in 1981 as a visual theatre company. From its early years the company 
produced children's theatre conceived as paintings in movement, making use of artistic objects, 
mechanical devices, and plays of light. 
 
Since then the group has continued to focus its attention on the figurative arts, with performances for 
children that have been described as works that bring together theatre and contemporary art. Since 
1999, under the direction of Davide Venturini and Francesco Gandi, TPO has been exploring the use of 
digital graphics, combining traditional theatre with other artistic forms such as dance and video art. 
Their experimental work with digital technologies facilitated the development of new modes of interaction 
between performers and the stage-space, by applying computer-controlled sensors to images and sound. 
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This process has led to "Children’s Cheering Carpet", a theatrical concept in which performances are 
conceived as imaginary journeys in "sensory landscapes", where artists dance to images and sounds 
exploring new ways of telling stories. 
 
The Children’s Cheering Carpet is theatre of the senses, where the audience can also explore the space 
and take part in an experience of "immersive theatre". It is an environment of play - playing with the arts. 
The success of this concept has brought international fame to TPO and has opened up new paths for 
collaboration with a variety of European and now Australian artists (actors, dancers, musicians, writers, 
engineers, designers and illustrators). This synergy has given rise to projects which put new technologies 
to artistic use, creating an innovative relationship between children and performers. 
 
The Children’s Cheering Carpet format has enabled TPO to create performances and interactive 
installations that children and adults appreciate throughout the world. Since 2002 the company has taken 
part in numerous international festivals in Europe, Asia, the Americas and Australia and at present is 
recognized as one of the most original and outstanding groups for children's theatre in Europe.  
TPO was awarded the Ade Art Digital Prize (Polverigi) in 2004. 
 
 
If you require any further information please don’t hesitate to contact me on the details below. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     


